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THE PREMIER, THE REPORTER, AND
THE POLICE,

The Veemier, Mr. James Bervice,
in tindoutledly an old enmpaigner,
and, having Veen in office Iefore,
knows thaet a good defence |s re-

fhacks |
quired sgainat the insidions Chowever, when the two policemen

o degritations and interviewers, e
lis, therefore, hnd Nin residence at
Halacdava surrounded by a stone-wall,
topped with Vroken glass, while his
unrden gate han  spikes long and
ahiarp enongh to Lerrify even the most
pmo’mm WYLAT, Aw an exten  ree
untition, e ey

wight makes his
mian lock the and take the k

hiome with im so that, should his
beesirt by wmy menim becomne softened
tor the supplications of late nightly
visitors, e in  powerless (o let them
indo biw premines  cousequently  his
penceful slumbwers are undisturbed,
and Ik lawn st early morn hns not
arowds of promennders waiting for
hiben, wimilar 1o those which once
followed  another  Minister of the
Crown we know of —a Minister who

| prey,

L andl barts of all deseriptions, 'l

could wot find spikes enough in the l

wolony (o keep off the office-seekors

who funted Win.  However effective | o 0,

s and bolis and spikes might be
wn againet  others,  they are no
hindeance to a veporter when e b
work to do, as Mr, Bervice found ont
w few evenings ago. An Argus re
purter, wishing to see My, Bervice
on important bnsiness, proceeded in
i b Lo bis residence at sbout ten
o dlock st night,  Finding the pre-
iines locked np, with a very wise
discretion the reporter induced the
valmuan Lo dimb over the spiked
ynte to rouse up the Premier, and
tell Yim that a reporter from the
Argus wished 1o wee him o impore
tant  business,  Accordingly  the
cobman obeyed Iiis Tnstructions, and
on knocking st the door the Premier
presented himself in his wight-shirt
und cap, In reply to the lmn?kr,
Mr, Wervice said it was impossihle
Ao open the gate, as his man had the
key, nnd it would be indecent to
expose Wbmuelf in the garb hie had on
ut the gate, so that i the reporter
watited to see him he must run the
risk of Wwing apiked,  Nothin
dasnted now, the veporber  climbed
the w, und ws e wan descending
on garden side  there wus u
maoment of terrille suspense os he
felt Wimself temporarily hitched by
the nether garmen, hile this was
#t o, one of Mr Berviee's
nedghboties hiad bis attention diredt-
vl Lowards the  operations, and fms-

I

|

L}

gining that the catman and reporter
were  burglars—thelr  appearance
Justifying such n conclumion—he at
once mude for the newrest. police
station,  Netarning with o couple of
shurdy  policemen  they  all  three
Pl awclves in wmbush ot
wide the gate, und  waited

for their 1 ge ereature, so full snd  enthusiastic

By this time the veporter had
finighed bis fterview, and he and
the calbman made their way back
over the garden gate, the reporter at
the same time snathematising up!hk:q
had hardly  touched the ground,
pounced upon them, and in s mo-

ment had them bandeutfed on thely |
way Lo the lockup under the thorough
comvietion that they were the mont
vile rufans, FExplanations, how-
ever, enmued, and  the reporier
wanted the constables to climb Mr,
Bervice's gute o asceriain the truth
of his wiatement, with a hope that
they would spike themselves, This
nresngement, however, did not suit
the guardians of the peace

Cporier Maring Boun, dlimatety
r Iy heen  ultim

ident he w':f allowed his Illmty’:
but much  against inclination of

the constables, who thought they had
mada o haul,~Melbourne World
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HOW T0 DEVELOP A BOY'S BRAINS,

An Incident in the school Jife of a

us volated by herself, lns-
trates our point,  Bhe had charge of
n wchool In s country town enrly in
lier enveer, and nmong her seliolars
wis 1 boy abont 14 yesrs old, who
cared very little about study and
showed no Interest apparetly in any-
thing connected with the school, Day
nfter day he falled In his lessons,
and detentions after school hours and,
notes 1o his widowed mother had no
effect, One day the teacher had sent
him Lo his seat, after a valn effort to
get from him a correct mmmwer to o
ouestion fn grammar, and feells

nomewhat led whe watched )

eonduct,  Having taken his seut he
pished the hook lmlutiemlrv awide,
and espying a fly, canght it with u
dexterous sweep of the hand, and
then hetook himself to a close inspecs
tion of the insect, For 15 minutes
or more the oy wis this m:m?»iml.
heedlews of surronndings, snd the

expremion of his face Wwld the teacher
it was more than idle curfosity that
possessed  bis  mind, A thoughit
wtuck her, which she put Into practice |
b the earliest opportonity that day,
YBoyr,"” mid she, Ywhat can you
tll me about Mies?  and calling
several of the brightest by name, she
nwked them if they could tell her
mmatlllnﬁ‘luf o fy's constitution and
habite, They Lad very little to say
whout the insect,  They often caught
one, It only for sport, and did pot
think it worth while to stidy w0 com-
mim an dwecd,  Finally she asked
thee dunewe, who lind silently, it with
kindling eyes, listened 1o what his
choodmates bl Twsitatingly sekd,
e bt ont with u desceription of the
I, eyes, wings, sl feebof the lit-

that the teacher was  astonished wid
the whole sehool struek with wondey,
He told how it walked and how It ote,
mid many things which were ontirely
new Lo his teachar, Mo that when he
had finished she snid ; ©Fhank you !
You hnve glven us n real lecture in
natursl history, snd you have learned
it wll yourself,"

Mter the school closed that after-
noon she had a long talk with the
bay, and found that he was fond of
going Into the woods skl mendows
and collecting inseets and watching
birds, It that his mother thought he
was wasting his time.  The teacher,
however, wisely encouraged him in
hiw prrsuit, and asked him to bring
beethen and butterflios and caterpillars
to school, amd tell what he knew
about them, T'he boy wan tkllﬂhud
by tils unexpected turn of affalrs,
and in a few dayws the listless dunoe
wis the marked  boy of that school,
Books on natural history were pro-
cired for him, and s world of wonders
open Ao his appreciative eyes, He
resd und studied and examined ; ho
soon understood  the  pecessity of
knowing something of muthemntios,
geography, aml grammar, for the
wuccassful carrylng on of his favour-
i whudy , snd he mude rapid progress
in his  cluswes, In short, twenty
yenrn later he wan eminent wn a
naturalist, and owed his  siccess, ns
he never hesitated Lo acknowlodyge,
to that discerning tencher —Plreno-
logleal Journal,
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In general holiday times the work-
ingman who is not & workingman, if
he takes part in the frolic st all,
eatches up with his work at odd
moments, He masters it if he
must. stay up all night to do it,
The workingman who is « working-
mun Joins in all the fan and lets his
work go 1o the demnition how-wows,
The workingman who is not & work-
ingman is never away from his work,
It goes to bed with him, and never
hy chanee leaves him on Wunday,
The workingman who is & working-
man Wids good-hye to his work at 6
¥, M., and thinks of it no more until
6 A, M. next day., Perhaps Lhe
workingman who is & workingman is
the more sensible of the two, but he
In not the more lndustrious,

o Al v

Jolm Bannister, the comedian, was
presented o an old lady proud of
uncient wnd noble bood,  ‘Lhe lady
swked n wit of the day, who was
present, “Who are the Bannisters 7
Are they of n good family?'’
Yo, wnid the wit, Yvery goid in-
deed ; they are t'lmmir connected with
the Mtairs,” OO wald the ludy,
Yu very sncint family of Ayrahire
~tlisten ik o 14060 0§ s delighited
W see your friend.”

OIVING THE DEVIL WIS DUE,

At agland, u Galacian village
wbout 10 miles from Cracow, n new
varsion of the old farce, “the devil
b pay " would mppesr to have been
rmruu!ly produced,  The hero of
this diverting performance proved
to be wn official personngo———the
Judgo of the villuge In gquestion-—
who had assumed the churmcter of
“OI Niek™ for highly reprahensible
purpowes.  He having lournt that
e old ponsent woman living in the
district had won w prize of %00
florine in the Cracow lottery, be-
llmuq,ht him of a plan how he could
tranmfor thoss ill-gotten guing to his
own possession,  Accor nf!y hay-
ing drossed as the “Devil” he
provented himsolf, as  the elock
struck midnight, st the old woman's
lonely dwelling, swoke her from her
slumbors, and in s hollow voice
commanded her to hand over all
her winnings upon the ground that
“all  sums mecruing from  lottery
specalations were his ‘perquisitos,’
and by him to be applisd to the
corruption of human souls,”  The
terrified femule at once handod over
78 florine, protesting she had  that
duy lodged the remuinder in the
Cracow Buvings-bank, Whereupon,
the “Davil” informed her that he
would eall the following night, at
the wame hour, to receive the ro-
mainder, and with deeadful threats
of %infernal torment,”” should she
full to fulfil his bohests,  The next
morning, the old dame repuired to
the Bavings-bank for the remainder
of her deposit,  The munsger heing
rather surprised she should want
it out ko koon, asked her reason; sho
than gave him the full particulurs
of the previous night, When his
“Satanic Majesty” called at 12 pam,,
for the balance of his *porquisite”
his was recoived by “two gendarmes,”’
who handeuffed him, und marched
him off to Cracow, and there
dolivered him to the “Seculur Arm,”
which will put & stop to hin playing
the “Devil” for some time w come.

The old dueme being w0 overjoyed
wt rogaining the whole of her win-
nings, bent her wtops homeward,
winging “Nunc  Dimittis,"—Mel-
bourne World,
Seiad A G
A female wervant, sweeping out
bachelor's room, found a fourpenny
plece on the carpet, which she car-
rled to the owner, “You may keep
it for your honesty,” wald he, A
short thme  after e missed his gold
prenedl cane, and Inquired of the girl
i whe hadd ween It Yen, wir,’” wos
the reply. “And what did you do

with it?"" “Kept v for my Louesty,
wie, "’




